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Soundstages Spring Up to Meet
State’s Filming Surge

MNew jersey extends tax oredit for brick-and-mentar development in
push to position state as a regional production hub.

BY ADDIE MORFOOT

Hew jersey's diverse landscapes, film-friendby communities
and favorable tax incentives have brought it to the forefrom
of shooting locations on the East Coast,

Mot content to settle for location shoots alone, Mew |ersey
Go, Phil Murphy has baen urging developers to build state-
of-the-art soundstages and production faclities andis
creating financial incantives for them to dio so.

A5 3 result, new stages have come onfine and more are on
the wiay.

Gov, Murphy explains, “Our goal in growing the film and TV
imdustry’s presence in Mew jarsay is not just to imorease the
riumber of productions shot here, but also to attract stedics
thatwill make our state a broad-based hub to oreate feature
projes, along with the andllary businesses that support
them.”

With demand for those facilites surging, davelopers are
responding with new construction. Several high-guality
soundstages hawe openad in the Garden State, and even
mreore are in development.

Onthe back of 3 hot leasa market, the govemor sent a |etter

o major mosie and television studios last Agril 2021, offering

a 4% credit to those willing to open produdion facilties in

Jersay. The credit, part of the state's overhaul of its tax

imcentive programs, is 3 majer piece of the govermors film-
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imcendive programs, is 3 major piece of the gowermors flm-
refated agenda

“The narratiee has changed,” explains Palisade Stages
president jamie Fayne. “People in the business used to think
wihen a production was happening in the tri-state area it had
i b2 Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens or Staten Eland”

Payrnie's Falisade Stages, which opened its doors in New
Jersay in Januany 2021, is located in Keamy Point, just eight
miles from the Holland Turmel. The 23,000-square-foot
retrofitted warehouse features 32-foot-high cetlings, an
imdustry standard lighting grid, sound-mitigabed walls, office
space, gresnrcoms, kading bays and plenty of parking.

Elewven miles away, in Jersey City, is Cinekase Studios —
Caven Point, home to three columnless soundstages totaling
112,400 square feat, They are &0 feet Figh to the grid and 50
feet bo the catling. Cinelease & currenthy hosting the shoot for
an upcorning cable series.

Cobalt Stages im Hoboken, billed &= Holhwwood on the
Hudson, isa 12,000-square-foot production facility featuring
a 7, 000-=quare-foot turnkey soundstage, 20-foot ceilings,
equiprment rentals ard what the facikty claims & the East
Coast's first virtual backdot. it becarme an important resource
dunng pandemic restrictions &s some shows pivoted to
wirtual production to shoot in & bubble.
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The most recent soundstage o open s 10 Basm Sthudios at
the Kearmy Point Business Center. Assodated with Eastem
Effects Inc. — aManhattan-basad grip, lighting and studio
rental companmy — 10 Basin Studios is the comipany's thard
camppis in the tri-=tate area. The nenw facilty offers 36,000
square fieet of fully soundproof stage and support space and
10,000 square feet of office, flex space and premi=e parking.

Besides those facilities, warehouses surrounding 10 Basin
Studics are currently being turned into soundstages, and
both Palisade and Cinelease are planning to expand in 2002
in Ootober 2021, it was reported that a 28%-acre former Arrmy
base in New Jersey could be developed into one of tha
largest moste and television production hubsinthe
Mortheast. More recenthy, plans were approved fora
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Bayonne developer to build 3 19-ouilding lot with stages, post
facilities and offices.

Morth Jersey's stages and faciities are leasaed out steadby.
Universal rented Falisade Stages to film Micholas Stoller's
'BRICE" Billed as the first major studio film with an &l
LGETO+identifing prindpal cast, the story canters an two
men with commitrnent issues who try to form a refabionship.
Thouwgh the movie & =2t in New York, all primary production
took place in [ersey.

“We really relied on |ersey for everything” says "BROS"
executive producer Karl Frankenfield Wi shat in seweral
locations, amd our set dressing, storage and office facilites
wiere at Falisade Stages whether or not we were shooting
thera”

Garmon Murphy, general manager of Orelease Studios (no
refation to the gowarmnor], says the company, which manages
soundstages arcund the U5, has akbvays been strabegically
focused on developing brick and mortar infrastructure for
production. In Mew |ersey, Cinelease Shedics’ owiner and
developer, Criterion Group, is already doubling dowenonits
axparsion affarts.

“We've been doing this successfully in Southem California,
Georgia, Mew York and Texas for over 45 years. Because of
the interest that Gow. Murphy put into it, the MNew |ersey tax
imcendive was certanly the beginning of the comersation for
us,” says Gannon Murghy,

Cinelease Studios, Palsade Stapes and 10 Basin Studios are
all lncated just minutes fromn midtown Manhattan, well witiin
the urion studio Zone.

“Stabes with the right mis of stromg orewr base, supported
Sconoemic incentives and proamity to established producton
markets [terd to] succeed in building entertainrment
imfrastnecture and industry longevity,” adds Gannon Murphay.
“Which allows busimesses like Cinelease to estabish
permanent, year-round physical locations that put money
irito the state’s tax base and encourage cthers to follow. " &
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